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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to communications: Amendment, filed on 5/8/06. 

2. Claims 1-22 are pending in the case. Claims 1 and 5-7 are independent claims. 
Claims 20-22 have been added. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Venable, U.S. Patent Number 6,557,017, in view of Luo, U.S. Patent Number 
6,654,506. 

Regarding claim 1 , Venable discloses a method of cropping and synthesizing an 
image on a screen (col. 4, lines 54-67) comprising the steps of: displaying a boundary 
with a reference point on an image to synthesize on said screen (figure 8, col. , lines 4, 
lines 53-67, a structured image, which Examiner interprets as an image to synthesize, 
i.e., combine, having a pasteboard and at least one adjustable attribute) upon selecting 
a template having at least a frame (col. 18, lines 28-61 ), said boundary having a 
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corresponding shape to that of said frame of said selected template . . . variable in size . 
. . and centered on said reference point (col. 8, lines 36-67) moving said boundary on 
said screen through an operation device to place said reference point of said crop 
boundary on an appropriate point of said image to synthesize (col. 7, lines 26-30); 
thereafter enlarging or reducing said crop boundary of said reference point, to bound an 
appropriate area of said image to synthesize (col. 9, lines 37-38), adjusting a size of an 
image of said bounded area (col. 9, lines 1-17)., pasting said image in said frame of 
said template after enlarging or reducing said image in accordance with the size of said 
frame of said template (col. 8, lines 49-67) 

However, it is noted that Venable fails to disclose cropping, moving a crop 
boundary on a screen through an operation device, and displaying a crop boundary. 
Luo discloses crop windows for cropping images and using a crop window and 
moving a cropping window, col. 7, lines 1-22, and further displaying a crop boundary, 
figures 6-9. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to include in the invention of Venable in the reference point and bounding box 
for producing structure images, displaying a crop boundary and using the crop window 
as disclosed in Luo for cropping images, to allow a user increase performance in 
combine operations, i.e. synthesizing, of image to enable attributes such as size, 
location and angle of object in an image to be altered for optimal image processing. 



Regarding claim 2, Venable discloses said reference point is located inside said 
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crop boundary at a constant position relative to said crop boundary (col. 9, lines 60-65) 

Regarding claim 3, Venable discloses cropped image is automatically enlarged 

or reduced in accordance with the size of said frame of said selected template (col. 8, 

lines 49-67) 

Regarding claim 4, Venable discloses displaying reference lines inside said crop 
boundary, to define an internal zone within said crop boundary . . . and moving at least 

one of said reference lines on said screen through said operation device while keeping 
said reference point on said appropriate point . . . (col. 12, lines 64-66) 

Regarding claim 5, Venable discloses an image adjustable attributes method 
comprising the steps of: displaying an image on said screen (figure 9); displaying a 
boundary with a reference point on said image on said screen . . . boundary having an 
equal aspect ratio to that of said designated frame size . . . (figure 7)., moving said 
boundary on said screen through an operation device, to place a predetermined 
reference point of said boundary . . . enlarging or reducing said boundary about said 
reference point . . . (col. 7, lines 26-30) pasting said image in said frame of said 
template after enlarging or reducing said image in accordance with the size of said 
frame of said template (col. 8, lines 49-67) 

However, it is noted that Venable fails to disclose cropping, moving a crop 
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boundary on a screen through an operation device, and displaying a crop boundary. 
Luo discloses crop windows for cropping images and using a crop window and 
moving a cropping window, col. 7, lines 1-22, and further displaying a crop boundary, 
figures 6-9. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to include in the invention of Venable in the reference point and bounding box 
for producing structure images, displaying a crop boundary and using the crop window 
as disclosed in Luo for cropping images, to allow a user increase performance in 
combine operations, i.e. synthesizing, of image to enable attributes such as size, 
location and angle of object in an image to be altered for optimal image processing. 

Regarding claim 6, Venable discloses an image processing method comprising 
the steps of: displaying an image on said screen (figure 9); displaying a boundary with 
a reference point on Salu Image On Sa1C Screen . . . DOUnCaW navlng an equal 
aspect ratio to that of said designated frame size . . . and being centered . . . (col. 1 1 , 
line 55 - col. 12, line 8), displaying reference lines inside said crop boundary, to define 
an internal zone within said boundary . . . (col. 12, lines 61-66)., moving said boundary 
together with said reference lines on said screen through an operation device . . . (col. 
7, lines 26-30); moving at least one of said reference line on said screen through said 
operation device while keeping said reference point on said appropriate point of said 
image . . . (figure 9)*, enlarging or reducing said boundary about said reference point 
automatically . . . (col. 10, lines 1-15)*, cropping an image of an area of said image . . . 
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(col. 17, lines 57-60) 

However, it is noted that Venable fails to disclose cropping, moving a crop boundary on 
a screen through an operation device, and displaying a crop boundary. 
Luo discloses crop windows for cropping images and using a crop window and 
moving a cropping window, col. 7, lines 1-22, and further displaying a crop boundary, 
figures 6-9. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the ad at the time of the 
invention to include in the invention of Venable in the reference point and bounding box 
for producing structure images, displaying a crop boundary and using the crop window 
as disclosed in Luo for cropping images, to allow a user increase performance in 
combine operations, i.e. synthesizing, of image to enable attributes such as size, 
location and angle of object in an image to be altered for optimal image processing. 

Regarding claims 7 and 8, they are rejected based upon similar rational as above 
independent claim 1 and dependent claim 4. Venable further discloses with regard to 
claim 7, allowing a user to bind an object to a template for printing, which Examiner 
interprets as selecting, and the template will automatically change color and cropping, 
col. 17, lines 39-60. 

Regarding claim 9, Venable discloses display device displays samples of said different 
kinds of templates on said screen in a small size before one of said templates 
is selected (figure 21 ) 
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Regarding claim 10, Venable discloses display device displays a plurality of 

images in a small size on said screen, among which said image to synthesize may be 

selected from and is displayed in a large size after being selected (figure 10) 

Regarding claim 11, Venable discloses display device displays said synthesized 
image on said screen after said image synthesizing device completes pasting said 
cropped image in said frame of said template (figure 10) 

Regarding claim 12, Venable discloses an image input device (140) for inputting 
image data, and a printer (130, col. 7, lines 30-32) for printing out said synthesized 
image 

Regarding claims 13-16, Venable discloses the appropriated area of said image 
corresponds to a region of interest selectable by a user (figure 5, fitmode selected by 
user, which Examiner interprets as a region of interest) 

Regarding claim 17, Venable discloses wherein each template includes plural 
image locations (figures 10 and 11) 

Regarding claim 18, Venable discloses wherein the display device display plural 
different images in the plural image locations of the selected template according to 
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results of the image synthesizing device of pasted and cropped plural images (figures 
10and 11) 

Regarding claim 19, Luo discloses wherein moving said crop boundary 
comprises a user operation of the operation device (a mouse, 1210, and further 
discloses that the program acts on information supplied thought the interface units, in 
which the system would provide the final desired product, col. 10, lines 1-13) 

Regarding claim 20, Venable discloses the cropped image maintains its original relative 
width to height ratio (Fig. 4). 

Regarding claim 21, Venable discloses the reference lines are movable with respect to 
locations of the image (i.e. the pasteboard has attributes, e.g. modes, that specify the 
change in size to be applied to the child objects; by changing the mode through user 
specification, the lines that bound the child object within the pasteboard are changed) 
(Fig. 5). 

Regarding claim 22, Venable disclose the reference lines are formed to divide a single 
source image into sub-regions (i.e. by changing the mode through user specification, 
the lines that bound the child object within the pasteboard are changed to define 
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an area size and position of the child object within the pasteboard. Thus, the lines that 
bound the child object and move as the change in attribute is specified corresponds to 
the claimed moving reference lines) (Fig. 5). 
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Response to Arguments 



3. Applicant's arguments filed 5/8/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Venable's teaching the adjustment of height to width to maintain a constant ratio 
implies a relatively proportional adjustment, which maintains the same visual 
proportions; and thus retains the shape while changing the size. Venable's Fig. 4 
illustrates both a child object that fills the pasteboard/crop window having a size and 
shape relative to the parent object 1 , and a child object rendered in the pasteboard to 
retain the ratio. The latter shows a child object of a reduced size having the same shape 
as the parent object. Therefore, Venable teaches adjusting size and maintaining a 
shape that corresponds to the frame/pasteboard of the parent. 

Additionally, Venable teaches defining an image process that designates the 
placement of multiple objects in a pasteboard relative to one another and the 
attributes/transformations that are to be applied to the child objects (col. 12). Venable 
also teaches the pasteboard has attributes, i.e. modes, that specify the change in size 
to be applied to the child objects (Fig. 5). Venable illustrates in Fig. 5 that by changing 
the mode through user specification, the lines that bound the child object within the 
pasteboard are changed to define an area size and position of the child object within the 
pasteboard. Thus, the lines that bound the child object and move as the change in 
attribute is specified corresponds to the Applicant's claimed moving reference lines. For 
at least the reasons provided above claims 1-22 are not in condition for allowance. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chante Harrison whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7659. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kee Tung can be reached on 571-272-7794. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Chante Harrison 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2628 
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July 18, 2006 




